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PHILOSOPHY — HONOURS
Paper : DSE-A-1(b)

(Normative and Meta Ethics)
Full Marks : 65

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words
as far as practicable.
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(Reason)

(in itself)

(whether life is worth living)

(good)
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Naturalistic Fallacy

(Moral obligation)

(Value Theory) (Normative Ethics)

(Metaethics) (Moral Epistemology)

‘The Language of Morals’ 

×

(Metaethics) (Normative Ethics)

(value)

(objective) (subjective) (skeptic)

(mean)

(Emotivism)

(Metaethics) (Prescriptivism)
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[English Version]

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

1. Answer any ten questions : 1×10

(a) Which of the following statements is correct?

(i) Ethics is a natural science (ii) Ethics is a normative science

(iii) Ethics is a positive science (iv) Ethics is both natural and normative science.

(b) Who describes moderation as the golden mean?

(i) Aristotle (ii) Kant

(iii) Hegel (iv) Mill.

(c) ‘Moral virtue is a disposition.’ — Who said this?

(i) Descartes (ii) Kant

(iii) Aristotle (iv) Plato.

(d) Ayer would say that the claim ‘Stealing is wrong’ is

(i) True (ii) False

(iii) Neither true nor false (iv) True for some people but false for others.

(e) What does Kant accept as the final authority in moral life?

(i) Pleasure (ii) Reason

(iii) Freedom (iv) Pain.

(f) According to Kant an action is good or bad

(i) with reference to some external standard

(ii) with reference to the pleasure or pain it produces

(iii) in itself

(iv) intrinsically.

(g) According to Moore the most fundamental question in all of Ethics is :

(i) whether life is worth living (ii) whether God exists

(iii) how ‘Good’ is to be defined (iv) whether morality is objective.

(h) Which of the following concepts can be defined according to Moore?

(i) Good (ii) Yellow

(iii) Horse (iv) Good, Yellow and Horse.

(i) On Ayer’s view Evaluative claims are :

(i) statements of empirical fact (ii) derived through reason

(iii) logical truths (iv) expressions of feeling.
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(j) Which philosopher spoke about the Naturalistic Fallacy?

(i) Aristotle (ii) Moore

(iii) Ayer (iv) Hare.

(k) Moral obligations are a part of what?

(i) Value Theory (ii) Normative Ethics

(iii) Metaethics (iv) Moral Epistemology.

(l) Who wrote the book ‘The Language of Morals’?

(i) Ayer (ii) Moore

(iii) Hume (iv) Hare.

2. Answer in brief any five questions : 5×5

(a) Discuss the difference between Normative and Metaethics.

(b) What are the different kinds of virtue admitted by Aristotle?

(c) Define ‘values’ and enumerate the different types of values.

(d) What are the postulates of morality? — Discuss.

(e) Analyse the nature of ‘Free Will”.

(f) Are human moralities morally objective or subjective or morally skeptic?

(g) What is the Naturalistic Fallacy?

(h) Are ethical assertions essentially prescriptive? — Discuss.

3. Answer any two questions :

(a) Elucidate after Aristotle the following :

(i) Moral virtue is a disposition

(ii) Moral virtue is a mean. 7½+7½

(b) Explain Kant’s moral theory. Why does Kant regard the existence of God as a postulate of morality?
10+5

(c) Explain and examine Emotivism. 10+5

(d) What is the nature of Metaethics? Explain and examine in this connection Prescriptivism. 5+10


